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This marks a turning point in the religious history of Kar-
nataka since the influence of Jainism which was on the in-
crease up to now began to wane by slow degrees. Ramanuja
established Srivaisnava centres in Karnataka, as in Melkote
in Mysore State and preached devotion to Visnu as the
corner stone of his doctrine of Visistadvaita i.e., qualified
monism.

About the middle of the I2th century, a great revolu-
tion took place in North Karnataka when Basava revived
the Virasaiva faith, founded the Lingayat sect and gave
stimulus to the school of devotion to Siva, which was repre-
sented by the Pasupatas and the Kalamukhas. It was a
period of unsurpassed spiritual fervour. During this period,
a host of Virasaiva mystics from all quarters of Karnataka
headed by Allama Prabhu, Basava, Cenna Basava, Siddha-
rama and Akkamahadevi, stood for the new outlook in reli-
gion and literature and built up the Virasaiva institution of
Anubhavagosthi or Anubhavamantapa in Kalyana, the
capital of king Bijjala of the Kalacuri house. Madhva, who
is the third of the Vedantic teachers after Sanfcara and

Vasantikadevilabdha varaprasada in many of them or
Snmadacyuta padaradhanalabdha ji^uprabhava (bl 17).
Is this, along with the fact that he is more often described
as Visnu or Visiiuvardhana than Bittideva even in Jaina
inscriptions and that he named his son as Vijayanarasimha,
any indication of his conversion to the Vais$ava faith?
Or does it merely suggest a general devotion to God
Visnu under the influence of Ramanuja without any formal
conversion ? The question still remains open and deserves
to be gone into by students of history.